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Presentation Notes
Matches the text of your assignment against:
Web pages and websites
A publication database (information supplied by journal and book publishers)
A database of previously submitted UK student assignments (comparison with other students!)

It doesn’t search against everything….. 

The Originality Report generated indicates text matches (potential plagiarism)

You can use the Originality Report to improve your academic writing and avoid plagiarising. It can be a useful teaching tool as well….. 
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Turnitin as a teaching tool
V
Turnitin as a detection tool
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Presentation Notes
Tutors and departments vary in their approach to TII
Teaching tool: 
It can be used constructively to highlight areas of poor academic writing and allow students the opportunity to address these
You can set TII up so that students can view their Originality Reports before they submit, but do check what the policy is in your particular department is, as practice can vary. 
Students can view their own work and see their areas of practice which are perhaps highlighted in the work

Detection tool:
It is a very useful tool to assess students work for potential plagiarism
Many want a fail-safe tool to detect plagiarism. TII can not offer this. Need human interpretation- No tool is 100% fail safe: http://turnitin.com/en_us/resources/blog/421-general/1650-can-students-trick-turnitin  
TII is quick to clarify that it is not a plagiarism detection tool- it is a text matching tool 
It doesn’t search against everything….. 




The Originality Report

* The Similarity Index (%)

— Percentage of your text that matches sources in the TlI
databases

— There is no safe percentage to avoid plagiarism so
always have at least a quick scan of the report

— The spread of percentages of text matching is more
significant
 Matching text

— Is highlighted and numbered (each source colour
coded)

— Colours and numbers link corresponding text matches
and possible source(s)
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Presentation Notes
There can be cases of plagiarism that occur in papers that have a lower % match. 
Departments have developed their own practice when looking at originality reports. We would advise that it is always worth reviewing all papers, but appreciate that time can not always permit for this.



Interpreting the Originality Report

The following slides come from the Originality
Report for a test report

They are designed to highlight common
situations within an Originality Report

A Turnitin Originality Report can only tell you
so much

If we take a look at this example of a student
dissertation in the next few slides
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trains travelling inside railway tunne assignment matches TII
lent in nature. The flow variables, de

Page: 11 of 49

and ahead of the train in a tunnel are affected| differently sources
confining effects of the tunnel. When the trailtknds cross tunnel portals, or two trains pass
each other simultaneously, and even when the tunnel section encounters a change of area or a
connection with a different tunnel or the atmosphere, pressure waves are generated. These
waves propagate at the local speed of sound, interfere with each other and reflect within the
tunnel in a complex wayias illustrated below.
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2 BACKGROUND

2.1 GENERATION OF PRESSURE WAVES IN TUNNELS

1]
The flow generated by trains travelling Inside railway tunnels s unsteady, compressible, three-
dimensional and turbulent in nature. The flow variables, density, pressure and velod around
and ahead of the train in a tunnel are aﬂectedldiﬂerenlly from that in open air, due to the
confining effects of the tunnel. When the trairfflends cross tunnel portals, or two trains pass
each other simultaneously, and even when the tunnel section encounters a change of area or a
connection with a different tunnel or the atmosphere, pressure waves are generated. These
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Presentation Notes
As you can see in this section of text there is an area where there is a match to another source. The concern here is, that there is no evidence of a citation or a reference to this source that they have clearly used. This is a strength of TII where there are matches such as this, it highlights perhaps areas of poor academic writing which needs to be addressed with the student in this example as this could potentially be a case of plagiarism.  
There may be times when there is a large text match, but the student has chosen to include it as a quote and it appropriately cited and reference, and so there would be little concern in terms of plagiarism. 
Where there are large blocks of text match and the student has made some attempt to cite and reference, this may need addressing in terms of the students paraphrasing skills. 
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Matches to other student papers, this can be quite normal. It is worth having a look at these, although mostly these might be matches in the title pages/assignment title, which you would expect to see. 
Note it will not give you access to the other students work in the preview. If you are concerned and there is quite a high %match you can request access to view the other students work. Need to check with Lee how this would work if it is an assignment set up in BB here.
Also it is common to see technical terms highlighted as these may well match to other sources, again it takes a quick assessment to check these kind of matches. 
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ONE, TWO AND THREE-DIMENSIONAL EQUATTONS OF GAS DYNAMICS

The physically correct description of the flow in [he]tunnel and around the train ﬂqulres the
solution of the three-dimensional unsteady equations of gas dynamics. However experimental
evidence shows that if the tunnel length is much larger than its hydraulic diameter, the
propagation of the pressure waves occurs by means of approximately plane waves and the
instantaneous distribution of the flow variables is almost uniform in gvery tunnel section.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Where the text match is significant it is worth comparing students work with the original, there may be other matches e.g. diagrams or figures from the same article/source that might not have been picked up by TII. 



Text matching: looking at the Originality
Report

* A text match does NOT mean there has been
plagiarism
— May be valid reason for text matching

— Check the citation and references in the reference
list/bibliography to see if they are referring to the
source clearly

— Remember that Tll does not search for matches with
images, diagrams and figures etc.

— Tll is not a fail safe plagiarism detection tool and will
not always pick up on all types of plagiarism e.g.
contract cheating
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Presentation Notes
It takes a human eye to interpret the report 
Matches may be well cited and reference and perfectly valid in the context of the work. 
Originality reports can be a very useful tool to help you identify areas of poor practice and make suggestions for corrections to improve
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