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Why does Public Engagement matter?

"Impact" of research is increasingly important.  

Outreach is one of the ways to increase your visibility and impact. 

 Good communications skills are useful whatever you do. 

Talking to/with the public helps you put your research in the wider 
context  



Roberto Trotta 

Models for public engagement 
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Models for public engagement 
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Things I've tried...











Roberto Trotta 

Topics for discussion

• Know your audience: level, age, expectations. 

• Logistics: What style? One-on-one (fair, exhibit, stand-up) or lecture-style? 

• Engagement: How can you promote 2-ways discussion?

• Demos and getting people to contribute

• Social media and engagement: reinforce your message 

• Feedback (beware of selection effects)

• Extending your reach

• Non-traditional audiences and venues

• New ways of talking about science: arts, music, cookery, 1000-words only, ... 

• Be creative!  
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UK funding avenues
• Potential funding avenues:


• Physics and Astronomy dept seed funding (~ 1k)


• IOP (seed money, ~ 100's £)


• ArtsCatalyst, Art Council England


• STFC Small (~ 5-10k) Award Scheme (also, Large Awards)


• Artangel, Futurecity, CommunitySpaces, Goulbenkian Foundation


• The Courtauld Institute of Art


• The Royal College of Arts (collaborative work with artists/designers)


• The Architectural Association (collaborative work with architects)


• Start small, build experience and track record, then expand
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Give it a go! 

1-minutes gig: Explain (to A-level students) one thing about your 
research in 60 seconds.  

Not a summary - you need to explain one single idea.  

Immediate feedback!  


