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Global average electricity emissions in 2040, if we follow a well-below 
2⁰C pathway as required by the Paris Agreement 
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For more information, please visit: http://bit.ly/climate-impact-electric-cars 
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The Grantham Institute is committed to driving research on climate change 
and the environment and translating it into real world impact. The Institute’s 
researchers are developing both the fundamental scienti�c understanding of 
climate and environmental change, and the mitigation and adaptation responses 
to it. The Institute’s work is based on, and backed up by, the world-leading 
research by academic sta� at Imperial College London.

Q: Is it better for the climate to drive an electric car?

A: In 2018, all electric cars emit less carbon dioxide per kilometre 
     than best-selling petrol vehicles.

This infographic shows how much of the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide is produced by 
driving an electric car one kilometre. While this varies depending on the electricity mix in 
the country in which it is charged, it compares favourably to the best-selling conventional 
cars in those countries.
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