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Overview of the Department

People (approx numbers)

• 100 Academic staff

• 150 Research staff

• 900 Undergraduate students

• 200 Masters students

• 330 Research students 

Research arranged in 5 Communities

• Light (Photon Science)

• Matter (Condensed Matter Physics)

• Particles (Particle Physics)

• Natural Environment (Space, Plasma and 

Climate)

• Universe (Astrophysics, Theoretical)

Annual research spend > £26M



A few words from me…

• We hope this will be an exciting year, and you will fully engage with your 

course and your class.

• It will be challenging and very rewarding – you are at the transition from 

learning known things to discovering new things!



Plan

• We will meet your master’s course directors

• Then we’ll meet the PG senior tutor (Dr Bob Forsyth)

• We’ll hear from course reps, the ICU and WiP

• Then some important departmental information from me

• Finally some slides from other organizations in Imperial



Key Staff

Dr Bob Forsyth

Postgraduate Senior 

Tutor

Bex Chrystall, Callum Gray and Loli Sanchez Rey

Postgraduate Support Office

Blackett Level 3

Prof Toby Wiseman

Director of Postgraduate 

taught studies

Derryck Stewart

Education Manager

ph-pgt@imperial.ac.ukph.pgt-tutor@imperial.ac.uk

mailto:ph-pgt@imperial.ac.uk
mailto:ph.pgt-tutor@imperial.ac.uk


Programme Directors

Prof Stephen Warren

MSc Physics,

MSc Physics with

Extended Research

Profs Chris Dunsby and Mark Neil

MSc Optics & Photonics (O&P)

MRes Photonics

Prof Ben Sauer

MSc Physics with

Quantum Dynamics (QD)



Programme Directors

Prof Andrew Tolley

MSc Quantum Fields 

and Fundamental 

Forces (QFFF)

Dr Bill Proud

MSc Security and 

Resilience: Science 

and Technology 

(SRST)

Prof David Colling 

and Dr Nick Wardle 

MRes Machine 

Learning and Big Data 

(MLBD)

Prof Ji-Seon Kim 

MRes Soft 

Electronic 

Materials (SEM)



Programme-specific inductions

MSc Physics (all streams) 11:00-13:00 Tuesday (1st Oct), Blackett LT3

MRes SEM
16:00-17:30 Tuesday (1st Oct), Blackett 741

MSc Optics & Photonics
10:00-12:00 Wednesday (2nd Oct), Blackett 630

MRes MLBD
10:00-12:00 Wednesday (2nd Oct), Blackett 741

MSc SRST
13:00-14:00 Next Monday (7th Oct), Blackett LT2

MSc QFFF
12:00-13:00 Wesnesday (2nd Oct), Huxley 503

Masters Student Social – ALL WELCOME!!!

4-6pm on Thursday 10th October on the level 2 foyers of Blackett



Dr Bob Forsyth

Postgraduate Senior Tutor

Welcome from…



(Profs Lesley Cohen, Ji-Seon Kim 

or Dr Yvonne Unruh if you’d 

prefer to talk to a female member 

of staff)

PG welfare in Physics: MSc & MRes



Highlights

• Helpdesk: co-run with Jess Popplewell from career office and current RAs. 

First Wednesday of every month 12-1pm. Exception: First session will be 

Wednesday 9th October 12-1pm

• List of useful student support contacts: 

imperial.ac.uk/physics/students/current-students/taught-postgraduates/ and 

select Quick Contacts

• Student wellbeing advice team (see next slide) and Student mental health 

intervention officers (concernedaboutastudent@imperial.ac.uk)

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/physics/students/current-students/taught-postgraduates/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/faculty-of-natural-sciences/department-of-physics/public/students/current-students/pgt/PGstudentSupport-MSc2024.pdf
mailto:concernedaboutastudent@imperial.ac.uk


To find out more about support and/or to arrange a chat, scan the QR 

code, or email: fonsstudentwellbeing@imperial.ac.uk 

mailto:fonsstudentwellbeing@imperial.ac.uk


• Ritvik Dinesh and Karna Khare (Physics PG Representatives)

• Nico Henry (Imperial College Union)

• Amy Thornton (Women in Physics)

And now we will meet…



• Important point of contact between students and department

• Elections will be run soon by ICU

• Will elect two reps per course; and one overall department rep

• Minimal workload, but it is a very important role!

Some words from Ritvik and Karna













Some departmental information from me….



Mandatory online safety courses 

Introduction to 

Safety at Imperial

Safe Lab 

Practice

Before any lab work
Fire safety and 

awareness

Month One Safety 

Training (MOST)

Risk Assessment 

Foundation 

Training (RAFT)

By end of OctoberBy end of term

Link to all courses

By end of week 1!

There may be other Health & Safety courses that you need to take 

for your specific programme. Your programme team will inform you.

https://imperiallondon.sharepoint.com/sites/fons/faculty/safety/SitePages/Intro%20to%20Safety.aspx
https://imperiallondon.sharepoint.com/sites/fons/faculty/safety/SitePages/Intro%20to%20Safety.aspx
https://imperiallondon.sharepoint.com/sites/fons/faculty/safety/SitePages/Safe-Laboratory-Practice.aspx
https://imperiallondon.sharepoint.com/sites/fons/faculty/safety/SitePages/Safe-Laboratory-Practice.aspx
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/staff-development/courses-and-programmes/safety-training/safety-courses/fire-safety-and-awareness-training-e-learning/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/staff-development/courses-and-programmes/safety-training/safety-courses/fire-safety-and-awareness-training-e-learning/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/staff-development/courses-and-programmes/safety-training/safety-courses/month-one-safety-training-most-e-learning/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/staff-development/courses-and-programmes/safety-training/safety-courses/month-one-safety-training-most-e-learning/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/staff-development/courses-and-programmes/safety-training/safety-courses/risk-assessment-foundation-training-raft-e-learning/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/staff-development/courses-and-programmes/safety-training/safety-courses/risk-assessment-foundation-training-raft-e-learning/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/staff-development/courses-and-programmes/safety-training/safety-courses/risk-assessment-foundation-training-raft-e-learning/
https://imperiallondon.sharepoint.com/sites/fons/faculty/safety/SitePages/New-Postgraduates.aspx


Plagarism 

Awareness
By end of week 2

Mandatory online plagarism courses 

Other resources

University guidance Generative AI

Dept guidance on Generative AI

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/students/academic-support/graduate-school/professional-development/masters-students/plagiarism-online/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/students/academic-support/graduate-school/professional-development/masters-students/plagiarism-online/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/admin-services/library/learning-support/generative-ai-guidance/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/faculty-of-natural-sciences/department-of-physics/public/students/current-students/pgt/Generative-AI-Tools----Physics-Dept.pdf


• The College Security Team are here to provide a safe and secure 

environment

• You can call Security from any phone on 0207 589 1000 

• From a College phone, use 58900 (general) or 4444 (emergencies)

• More information (inc. phone numbers for other campuses): 
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/admin-services/security/contact-us/

Security

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/admin-services/security/contact-us/


https://www.imperial.ac.uk/estates-facilities/health-and-safety/fire-safety/

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/estates-facilities/health-and-safety/fire-safety/


Fire Safety

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/estates-facilities/health-and-safety/fire-safety/ 

• On hearing the fire alarm, evacuate by the nearest exit

– Use the stairs (not the elevator)

– Follow the signs

– Go to the nearest assembly point: 

– Corner of Queensgate and Prince Consort Roads

– Roderic Hill car park

• If you discover a fire

– Raise the alarm, eg, hit the nearest call point

– Evacuate the building by the nearest safe exit

– Contact Security

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/estates-facilities/health-and-safety/fire-safety/


• PGT current students web pages have useful information on such as;

– Course handbooks

– Timetables for master’s modules (except SRST)

– Information on elective selection

• Timetables for UG FHEQ level 7 (ie. masters level) modules are here.

Information for current PGT students

Framework for Higher Education Qualification

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/physics/students/current-students/taught-postgraduates/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/physics/students/current-students/taught-postgraduates/msc-and-mres-timetables/
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/physics/students/current-students/undergraduates/degree-programmes-modules-and-timetables/timetables/


• The following have electives to choose and you will 

use the `Elective App’ to do it; MSc physics and 

streams, QFFF, O&P, MLBD

• SRST have already requested electives from their 

students who do not use this App.

• Course descriptions will be given in your inductions 

and in handbooks. A list of all UG modules is online. 

• Timeline:

– Preliminary choice at end of week 3

– Final choice for UG modules at end of week 5, 

term 2

– Final choice for others at end of term 2

– BUT modules with in-course assessment must be 

selected before assessment starts

Elective section

https://apps.powerapps.com/play/e/f65bed89-a703-4324-9e07-0b3e8be8bc13/a/4ef839ec-668c-4061-a899-b2a55d576fd0?tenantId=2b897507-ee8c-4575-830b-4f8267c3d307
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/physics/students/current-students/undergraduate-and-masters-degree-courses-list/


• Modules in physics are 5 or 7.5 ECTS each. This varies in other depts.

• With the exception of the Extended Research programme your elective 
selection must give a total with core and compulsory courses of 90 (or 

possibly 92.5) ECTS

– 92.5 ECTS entails more work and you must consider this and discuss it 

with your course director.

• You cannot have less than 90; and you cannot have more than 92.5!

• Modules must be mainly ‘FHEQ level 7’ (= master’s level)

– You are permitted up to 15 ECTS of FHEQ level 6 (= BSc level) modules

• More information is found here

Elective section

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-college/faculty-of-natural-sciences/department-of-physics/public/students/current-students/pgt/ElectiveAppInstructions.pdf


• Library

• Disability Advisory Service (DAS)

• LGBTQ+ Network

• Centre for Academic English

• Careers support

• Early Career Researcher Institute (= Graduate School)

• Advanced Hackspace

• PhysSoc

… and will finish with some slides from …



Library Services for Physics MSc students

• Abdus Salam library building

  on campus

• Physics librarian – Ann Brew 

• Physics subject page, for journals,

  books and search tools

• Support with searching for information, finding material, referencing and 

plagiarism.

Physics Masters’ library session, Training Room 1

Wednesday 16th October, between 1-2pm (drop-in)

Information, library tour, freebies 

Drop in at any point during the hour.

https://www.imperial.ac.uk/admin-services/library/subject-support/physics/
















Your Careers Consultant: Jess 

Popplewell

j.popplewell@imperial.ac.uk 

Imperial.ac.uk/careers/about/jobslive/

•1-1 appointments available in-person and online

•Careers fairs and employer events

•Workshops throughout the year

•Check over application documents​

•Practice presentations​

•Mock interview support​

•Sign up to JobsLive

•Ask an Alum (new feature!) >>>

mailto:j.popplewell@imperial.ac.uk
https://www.imperial.ac.uk/careers/about/jobslive/


The Careers Service
Supporting our students during their 

studies and for three years after 

graduation.

Opening hours

Keeping in touch

Open throughout the year

Monday – Friday 10.00 – 17.00 

Subscribe to our newsletter from the 

profile settings via your JobsLive 

account or follow us on social media.
careers@imperial.ac.uk

+44 (0)20 7594 8024

@ic_careers

/imperialcareersevents

@imperialcareers

























Have a wonderful year!
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