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For a MEWP to be used safely and in accordance with Estates Facilities’ policy the ‘Controls’ below must be applied by employees, and complete a specific risk assessment of the work to be undertaken prior to use of the MEWP:
Estates Facilities employees must not use MEWP unless they are holders of a current, valid International Powered Access Federation (IPAF) PAL (Powered Access Licence) card, suitably experienced and fit to undertake the tasks required of them.  Supervisors should look beyond MEWP training and not overlook the requirement for operators to have task-specific training and equipment (e.g. use of a chainsaw and all that entails). Staff must comply with the Estates Facilities’ permit-to-work system.  
Managers/Supervisors must ensure there is a suitable level of supervision to ensure safe systems of work are specified, appropriate and being used throughout the work procedure.  Establish agreed systems of communication (e.g. between MEWP operators and banksman, emergency services).    Estates Facilities’ Managers/Supervisors should be particularly vigilant in respect of alternative MEWPs supplied in replacement for the ones specified; ensure we have a system for recording and responding promptly to reported faults, repairs and maintenance requirements.  
Hiring MEWPs – Where it is deemed necessary to hire a MEWP it will only be operated by the Hire Company.  A risk assessment must be produced to cover its mobilisation, operation, inspection and any storage. 
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Existing Controls
	Action Needed

	Mobilising MEWP to work location
	Operator/Workforce/Pedestrians/building fabric  
	This will only be carried out under a Permit to Work
	Consideration must be given to the route / method which will be used to move a MEWP to and from its designated work location. The route and method must be approved by the Maintenance Team Manager who will provide the Permit to Work.

	Equipment maintenance
	College / Operators
	Any MEWP owned and operated by the College will appear on the asset register and be regularly inspected and maintained in accordance with the Lifting Equipment and Lifting Operations Regulations (LOLER) 19​​98
	Prior to the operation / use of a MEWP it must be visually checked by a holder of the IPAF licence who will also check that it has been fully inspected under LOLER.

	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Existing Controls
	Action Needed

	Potential for MEWP to overturn.

Uneven, slippery, sloping or soft ground, excavations  
	Operators/Workforce
	Do not use on uneven, slippery, sloping or soft ground. The ground may have to be compacted and levelled in advance; check that all the tyres are properly inflated.
	Any outriggers are to be extended and chocked as necessary before raising the platform. Check the work area for localised features, e.g. manholes, temporary covers, service ducts, potholes, etc. (a hole 75 mm deep can cause an overturn).  Establish the load bearing capacity (general and point loading, e.g. outriggers) when working inside a building or on a structure.

	Equipment failure
	Operators
	Estates Facilities staff must be trained to know what to do if the machine fails with the platform in the raised position. There must be an agreed and understood rescue plan that will safely recover workers from a raised platform. 
	

	Moving MEWP whilst platform raised
	Operators/Workforce 
	The MEWP is not to be moved with the platform in the raised position unless the equipment is designed to allow this to be done safely (check the manufacturer's instructions).  
	

	Falls from platforms
	Operators
	Operators to wear a fall restraint lanyard and harness attached to the platform
	Allowing people to climb out of the carrier (i.e. the basket or cage) whilst in the raised position is not recommended.  

	Over-reaching


	Operators/Workforce
	Operators must maintain both feet on the working platform. Steps or any other form of podium are not to be used.

  
	


	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Existing Controls
	Action Needed

	Overloading  MEWP carrier
	Operator/Workforce
	Do not exceed the specified loading rating of the MEWP.  Think of combined operators’ weights, plus their tools plus the weight of materials used.
	 Is the maximum loading weight displayed in the carrier?

	Contact with overhead obstacles 
	Operator/Workforce
	The identification of overhead obstacles will be included in the risk assessment undertaken prior to its use..
	Do operators know how to position the MEWP for optimum use? Ensure operators know when further operation would be unsafe.  

	Falling objects


	Pedestrians /

Workforce below
	The MEWP is provided with guard rails and toe boards or other suitable barriers. Cordon off working area if necessary.
	Use tools attached by lanyard.

	Personal injury
	Operator/Workforce
	Wear appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and sturdy footwear.
	None.

	Using MEWP as a crane
	Operator/Workforce/Pedestrians
	Using MEWP as a crane is forbidden.
	None.

	Adverse Weather
	Operator/Workforce
	Do not work at height in storms or strong winds.  Ensure operators know when further operation would be unsafe. 
	None.


I have read and understood the above risk assessment and received appropriate relevant training:

Employee’s Signature: ___________________    Employee’s Name (print): ____________________ Date: ___________________
Risk Assessment Signed Off by:   Steve Hughes    Date: July 2017 Next review date: July 2018
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